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RAO SUBIC BAY CLOSURES:

MONDAY 13 OCTOBER: COLUMBUS DAY

Friday 31 Oct or Monday 3 Nov could be a closure since all Saints day is Sat 1Nov. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY U. S. NAVY SINCE 1775

DAY LIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS: If you have friends that you communicate with in the USA you will be interested to know that day light saving time ends 26 October and they will set their clocks back one hour. This is especially true with folks communicating with NFCU on the East coast. 

NFCU UPDATE: In the past, if you didn't mail in a NAVchek® Line of Credit payment, it 
would automatically be deducted from your Sharechek® account. If there weren't 

enough funds to cover the payment, the amount would be deducted from your share 

savings account.

Beginning October 18, 2003, Navy Federal will no longer be transferring money 

from your share savings account to cover your NAVchek payments.

If you have NAVchek Line of Credit payments automatically deducted from your 

Sharechek account, please be sure you have enough money in your checking 

account to cover your payments. Remember, you can transfer money from your savings 

to your checking account at any time through secure Account Access.

THE DOCTOR’S CORNER

MALARIA:

Malaria is a disease mostly of tropical and subtropical areas caused by a single-celled                        parasite and transmitted by mosquitoes. The illness results in recurrent attacks of chills and fever and can be deadly. Descriptions of the disease date back to 1600 B.C. Hippocrates, the Greek physician known as the father of medicine, described it in his lifetime during the fourth and fifth centuries B.C. Malaria was common in the United States during the 19th century and early part of the 20th century. It was also a leading cause of casualties among U.S. soldiers during the Vietnam War and in the Pacific                        region during World War II.

Through the combined use of medications and insecticides, malaria appeared to have been brought under control for a brief period during the mid-20th century. But evolving strains of drug-resistant parasites and insecticide-resistant mosquitoes have led to a resurgence of the disease.

Although malaria has been virtually eradicated in countries with temperate climates, including the United States, it's still prevalent in rural areas of tropical and subtropical countries in Africa, Asia, South America and Central America. Malaria remains one of the globe's leading infectious killers. Estimates of annual deaths due to malaria range between 700,000 and 2.7 million.

More than 75 percent of these deaths occur in children in sub-Saharan Africa. 

In the United States, doctors diagnose about 1,200 cases annually. Most American cases develop in travelers who have recently returned from parts of the world where malaria is widespread.

Treatment:

Malarone has been shown to be highly efficacious for treatment of uncomplicated malaria caused by Plasmodium falciparum, including malaria that has been acquired in areas with chloroquine-resistant or multi-drug resistant strains. Malarone is available in adult (250 mg atovaquone and 100 mg proguanil hydrochloride per tablet) and pediatric (62.5 mg atovaquone and 25 mg proguanil hydrochloride per tablet) strength forms. The daily dose should be taken at the same time each day with food or a milky drink.

RAO SUBIC BAY CHAPLAIN: Joe Hinson resigned to take a teaching job in Manila. At this time Jimmy Tyler is filling in for the Chaplain.  

DUAL CITIZENSHIP FOR RETURNING FILIPINOS: At this time we do not have the first clue of what to tell you except the President of the Philippines has signed this bill into law. We do not have any forms or do not know where exactly to get them. I have asked the U.S. Embassy, Manila for assistance. When we know where to go, how to file and what it costs, if anything, then and only then will we print it in the newsletter. Please be patient and wait. Now some key words here “returning Filipinos residing abroad”. I do not know if the Filipinos residing here qualify under this new law. Wait and see.

Submitted Veteran's Bill - H.R. 2297, as amended, will: 
1. Expand the Montgomery GI Bill program by authorizing educational

assistance for on-job training in certain self-employment training programs.

2. Extend the delimiting date for survivors' and dependents' education

benefits when the eligible individual is involuntarily ordered to full-time

National Guard duty.

3. Extend the Veterans' Advisory Committee on Education through December 31,

2009.

4. Repeal VA's education loan program authorization.

5. Provide that remarriage of the surviving spouse of a veteran after

attaining age 55 will not result in termination of dependency and indemnity

compensation (DIC).

6. Allow a remarried surviving spouse to retain eligibility for burial in a

national cemetery based on his or her marriage to a veteran.

7. Make permanent the State Cemetery Grants Program.

8. Reinstate a VA pilot program to provide vocational training to newly

eligible VA nonservice-connected pension recipients.

9. Increase the specially adapted automobile grant from $9,000 to $11,000,

and increase the specially adapted housing grants from $48,000 to $50,000

for the most severely disabled veterans and from $9,350 to $10,000 for less

severely disabled veterans.

10. Add cirrhosis of the liver to the list of presumed service-connected

disabilities for former prisoners of war, and eliminate the requirement that

a POW be held for 30 days or more to qualify for presumptions of

service-connection for certain disabilities: psychosis, any of the anxiety

states, dysthymic disorder, organic residuals of frostbite, and

post-traumatic osteoarthritis.

11. Expand benefits eligibility to those children with spina bifida who were

born to Vietnam-era veterans who served in an area of Korea near the

demilitarized zone between October 1, 1967 and May 7, 1975.

12. Make permanent the VA home loan program for members of the Selected

Reserve.

13. Adjust the funding fee charged to Selected Reserve home loan

applications to the same amount as the amount paid by active duty

servicemembers, and make certain increases in home loan fees.

14. Reinstate the Department of Veterans Affairs' vendee loan program.

15. Provide the full amount of compensation and dependency and indemnity

compensation (DIC) to eligible members of the New Philippine Scouts, as well

as the full amount of DIC paid by reason of service in the organized

military forces of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, including organized

guerilla units, if the individual to whom the benefit is payable resides in

the United States and is either a citizen of the U.S. or an alien lawfully

admitted for permanent residence.

16. Extend eligibility for burial in a national cemetery to New Philippine

Scouts, as well as eligibility for burial benefits, to those who lawfully

reside in the United States.

17. Extend the authority of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to maintain a

regional office in Manila, Philippines, through December 31, 2009.

18. Mandate that the Department of Labor place staff in veterans' assistance

offices at overseas military installations 90 days after date of enactment.

19. Expand the list of serious Federal criminal offenses a conviction of

which will result in a bar to all VA benefits.

Background

Census 2000 counted 208.1 million civilians 18 and older in the United

States.  Within this population, approximately 26.4 million or 12.7 percent

were Veterans having served in the United States Army, Navy, Air Force,

Marine Corps, or Coast Guard, or who served in the Merchant Marine during

World War II.

Legislative History

H.R. 2297 was introduced by Chairman Smith (NJ) on June 2, 2003.  It was

reported from the Veterans' Affairs Committee, as amended, by voice vote on

June 26, 2003.  On October 8, 2003, the bill was agreed to in the House by

vote of 399 - 0 (Roll no. 536).

Cost Estimate

CBO estimates that enacting this legislation will reduce direct spending for

veterans programs and for uniformed services' retirement benefits by $63

million in 2004, about $135 million over the 2004-2008 period, and about

$300 million over the 2004-2013 period. In addition, CBO estimates that

implementing H.R. 2297 will cost $4 million in 2004 and $137 million over

the 2004-2008 period, assuming appropriation of the necessary amounts.

NAVY RECRUITERS: The Navy recruiters will be here for the purpose of testing potential enlistees on 30 and 31 November 2003. If you would like to have a child tested for the Navy have him or her come to RAO Subic Bay and sign up. When the recruiters are here you must bring with you Social Security card, passport or green card (it must be current), birth certificate and proof of high school education, in the USA or at least two years college here in the Philippines. Men must be at least 17 years old and ladies 18 years old.
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